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None of the documents are to be published in the Blue
Book; and I need hardly say that it is to be considered as
of the most strictly confidential character.

(Signed)      THEODOKE EOOSEVELT.

The Convention assembled at Algeciras, Spain, on Jan-
uary 16,1906, and a treaty was signed on April 6th, follow-
ing. The American delegates were Henry White, then Am-
bassador to Italy, and Mr. S. E. G-ummere, Consul-General
at Morocco. The President had requested Joseph H.
Choate to be a delegate and he had accepted, but he later
recalled his acceptance. The treaty was ratified by the
U. S. Senate on December 12, 1906, with an additional
protocol declining to assume any responsibility for the en-
forcement of the provisions of the act. In his message to
Congress, on December 3, 1906, the President gave this
statement of the treaty's effect:

"The Algeciras Convention, which was signed by the
United States, as well as by most of the powers of Europe,
supersedes the previous convention of 1880, which was
also signed both by the United States and a majority of the
European powers. This treaty confers upon us equal com-
mercial rights with all European countries and does not
entail a single obligation of any kind upon us, and I
earnestly hope it may be speedily ratified. To refuse to
ratify it would merely mean that we forfeited our commer-
cial rights in Morocco and would not achieve another ob-
ject of any kind. In the event of such refusal we would
be left for the first time in a hundred and twenty years
without any commercial treaty with Morocco; and this at
a time when we are everywhere seeking new markets and
outlets for trade."

In recognition of Ambassador Jusserand's services in the
affair President Eoosevelt wrote to him on April 25, 1906:

My dear Mr. Ambassador:

During the past year our relations have been those of
peculiar intimacy in dealing with more than one problem,